


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2025 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors I Suter (Chairman) (IS)  R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy (MP) K Ridout (KR), the Clerk D Green. Footpaths Officer G Rains, Unitary Councillor S Murcer.
In addition, there were two members of the public present. 
1084. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs McNamara & White.
1085  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1086.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meetings held on 2nd & 6th October 2025 were approved.
1087. MATTERS ARISING
· Augustan Avenue CCTV – remote access to these cameras has now been restored, a further visit by the installers has been arranged to deal with one camera in permanent infra-red mode and to reduce some pixilation blockages. 
· Crime/Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)-There have been incidents of E-scooters being ridden illegally around the village, most notably in Augustan Avenue where an accident was narrowly avoided. The use of a scooter of tRecreation Ground has also been noted. These incidents had been reported on the Councils Facebook page but there had been some critical responses. There had also been another incident of loud music being played and verbal abuse. It was noted that the riding of E-scooters on public roads is illegal. It was agreed to monitor the issue before any further action is taken
· DAPTC Fresk Start event 30th October 2025 – attended by the Clerk
· The ‘Fresh Start’ theme generally concerns the devolution of locally delivered services. There is now a move towards  ‘double devolution’ – the formation of an overarching Unitary Council in the West of England (Wessex) – with some long term devolvement of powers – as well as the devolvement of some of Dorset Council’s assets & responsibilities to towns & parishes. It would appear that the delivery of some key services will change in the next few years. 
· While there may appear to few services that could be taken on by the Parish Council, the PC needs to be aware of the general climate of change that is around. Dorset Council  will continue to undertake Highways maintenance, bin collection, Adult Social Care (ASC) etc – ASC consuming 70% of Dorset Councils’ budget
· Parishes are being encouraged to follow the Cornwall model of forming ‘Area Partnerships’, involving groups of towns & parishes collectively deciding general resourcing priorities in relation to, for example, Highways issues. 
· Parishes are being encouraged to increase their precepts in order to provide contingency funding for additional services. It is evident that cost shifting being factoring into strategic planning. 
· Cllr Murcer noted that the local impact may be limited to perhaps Dorset Rangers services,  and how these will be delivered; there is though the issue of whether Clerks would be prepared to take on any extra work that may be required. 
1088. PUBLIC SESSION
There were  no public questions.
1089. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Steve Murcer noted:
Local Plan consultation
· responses from Parishes to the Local Plan had been mixed – for example Okeford Fitzpaine had not submitted a formal response to the consultation. even though it was opposed to all proposals.  It should be noted that Shillingstone PC had submitted an extensive and comprehensive response to the consultation. 
· Some meetings to discuss the consultation had been well attended, others not. 
· Concern had been raised regarding the time period to the publication of the draft plan in August 2026. These concerns related to:
· The likely withdrawal of some sites between now and then
· The absence of agreement by several landowners for their land to be considered for development
· The potential impact on impending property sales – at least one has fallen though due to concerns regarding a potential development nearby
· There was evidence of unrealistic objections to development by residents of relatively new dwellings, which does seem incongruous. 
Budget
There is a forecast overspend of £ 5.4 million for the current year, which is less than 2% of the total Council budget.
Highways & ‘Place’ expenditure is more or less on target.
The problem has arisen mainly in relation to rising demand for Children’s Services and to a lesser extent, Adult Social Care. 
Planning 
Cllr Murcer has raised the question of unfinished developments, such as the Blaze site,  blighting communities. There is now a possibility of Government legislation to apply Developer Penalties where a project has not been completed within a 5-year time frame
Cllr Murcer confirmed that it is likely that Shillingstone meets the criteria of being a ‘Tier 3’ settlement in terms of the definitions that have been applied by Dorset Council . It seems as though the existence of a playing field, as well as other facilities carries heavy weight. 
There will a Community Governance Review in the next two years that will look at issues such as Parish boundaries and the number of Councillors required – both county wide and locally. 
1090. FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT
Graham Rains advised that the stile at FP 36 has been restored. Cllr Leadbeater noted an issue concerning the lever for the gate for the crossfield path running from Hine Town Lane to the river – this will not now wok for horse riders. Graham Rains will take this up with the Rangers.  
1091. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Drainage at the Recreation Ground/Trailway
The Council thanked Cllr Pomeroy for his work with Rangers to improve ditch and watercourse drainage on the Trailway and in the Recreation Ground. It seems that this has resulted in no waterlogging of the bottom of the Recreation Ground so far this autumn.
Highways 
White lining has now been applied to the School entrance and appears to have improved the problem parking issue. 
There has not been any response from the Community Highways Officer Highways to the request for survey costs regarding the pedestrian crossing or build outs on Shillingstone Lane. 
Portman Hall
Cllr Harwood noted that the Portman Hall committee meeting and AGM had been held. The Hall now has reserves of £19k having made expenditures of £3k in the last year or so. A roof repair has been made and a complete kitchen renovation will take place in the new year. There has been some grant funding for this. 
An Annual Business Awards meeting was held on 11th September and it hoped that more bookings will arise from this - the view had been being expressed that the Portman Hall was the best meeting venue that the group had used. 
The Christmas Fayre will be held on 13th November. A successful ‘Newcomers Party’ was held on 18th October and was a very positive evening attended by around 20 ‘newcomers’. 
There will be an online photographic competition of scenes ‘in and around Shillingstone’. This will be judged by Graham Rains and two others, the winner to be announced at the Christmas Fayre. Scenes should be relatively current, the deadline for submission is 22nd November and there will be a prize. 
1092. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFRESHMENT UPDATE
A further meeting with Jo Witherden has been arranged to review responses to the published draft Plan. 
1093. CORONATION CUP ARRANGEMENTS
Voting inserts will be going into the next edition of the Parish Magazine and the Cup will be awarded at the ‘Carols at The Pub’ event to be held on Wednesday 17th December at 6 pm. 
1094. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no new applications.
1095. FINANCES
ii)       Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	02/10/2025
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	£           466.66
	Mowing

	03/10/2025
	David Green
	£              30.48
	Expenses 

	03/10/2025
	Elite Playground Inspections
	£              90.00
	Inspections

	13/10/2025
	HM Revenue & Customs
	£           686.89
	PAYE Q2 2025-2026

	16/10/2025
	Wessex Internet Limited
	£                6.00
	Wifi access charges

	17/10/2025
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	£           270.00
	Mowing/Strimming

	20/10/2025
	Lloyds Bank
	£               4.25
	Service charge

	21/10/2025
	SSE
	£              47.13
	CCTV electricity

	24/10/2025
	Elizabeth Brecknock
	£            160.00
	Pavilion cleanng

	28/10/2025
	David Green
	£            852.49
	Oct 2025 pay

	29/10/2025
	Partnership Security
	£            144.00
	AA call out charge

	29/10/2025
	Allotments water
	£             171.13
	Seasons usage


b) Clerks Expenses – expenses of £ 49.20 were approved
1096. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

The issue of E-scooters being ridden on the Rec was noted as above. There is some debris in the car park arising from Cricket Club activities that needs to be removed. .  

1097. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	07/10/2025
	Dorset Council
	Survey from Age Friendly Dorset

	16/10/2025
	Life Education Wessex
	Thanks re donation

	21/10/2025
	Dorset CPRE
	Dorset CPRE October 2025 Newsletter - Response to Local Plan and AGM

	24/10/2025
	Dorset Council
	Pedestrian crossing enquiry

	31/10/2025
	Dorset Highways
	TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT NOTICE,0, STOURPAINE

	03/11/2025
	Veronica Jenkins
	Request to move silent soldier / additional soldier



‘Silent Solider’ request

It was unanimously AGREED that the Parish Council would not provide any funding for an additional ‘Silent Solider’ and that there should be no changes to the War Memorial which has received significant funding in the last couple of years. 

If the purchasers of the original Silent Solder wish to move this and purchase an additional ‘soldier’ they are free to do so, although this may require permission from landowners and/or Dorset Highways depending where is it proposed this should be sited. 

1098. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Coronation Cup arrangements
· Election of Chairman process confirmation
· CCTV / E-scooters update
· Neighbourhood Plan update
· War Memorial update

1099. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 4th December 2025 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.05 pm



